THE   HISTORT   OF  SPIRITUALISM

reason more cogent than this, and therefore we have
every right to claim that if Swedenborg were now
living he would have been a leader in our modern
psychic movement..

Some of his followers, notably Dr. Garth Wilkin-
son, have put forward another objection thus : " The
danger of man in speaking with spirits is that we are
all in association with our likes, and being full of evil
these similar spirits, could we face them, would but
confirm us in our own state of views/5

To this we can only reply that though it is specious
it is proved by experience to be false. Man is not
naturally bad. The average human being is good.
The mere act of spiritual communication in its
solemnity brings out the religious side. Therefore as
a rule it is not the evil but the good influence which is
encountered, as the beautiful and moral records of
stances will show. The author can testify that in
nearly forty years of psychic work, during which he
has attended innumerable seances in many lands, he
has never on any single occasion heard an obscene
word or any message which could offend the ears of
the most delicate female. Other veteran Spiritualists
bring the same testimony. Therefore, while it is un-
doubtedly true that evil spirits are attracted to an evil
circle, in actual practice it is a very rare thing for any-
one to be incommoded thereby. When such spirits
come the proper procedure is not to repulse them, but
rather to reason gently with them and so endeavour
to make them realize their own condition and what
they should do for self-improvement. This has